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Smokefree Air in Mississippi
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s e c o n d h a n d  s m o k e     
Smoke from cigarettes, cigars, 
and pipes contains 7,000 different 
chemicals, including several that 
cause cancer and heart disease. 

Secondhand smoke is classified as 
a Group A carcinogen by the U.S. 
EPA. This means it has been shown 
to cause cancer in people. 

There is no safe level of exposure 
to secondhand smoke. Even brief 
exposure to secondhand smoke is 
harmful and has immediate effects.

c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n
More than 63% of the US 
population lives in place that 
protects people from secondhand 
smoke. 

Twenty-nine states, the District 
of Columbia, and hundreds of 
communities have implemented laws 
that prohibit smoking inside of all 
public places. 

s t a r k v i l l e  &  h a t t i e s b u r g 
h e a r t  a t t a c k  s t u d i e s
Although many Mississippi 
communities have passed smoke-free 
ordinances, only 20% of the state’s 
population lives in a community with 
a smoke-free ordinance. 

Starkville residents experienced 
a 27.7% reduction in heart attack 
admissions compared to the 14.8% 
reduction observed among those who 
did not live in Starkville. 

Hattiesburg residents experienced 
a 13.4% reduction in heart attack 
admissions compared to the 3.8% 
reduction observed among those who 
did not live in Hattiesburg. 

These smoke-free ordinances 
were followed by a cost savings 
of $288,270 in Starkville and 
$2,367,909 in Hattiesburg for heart 
attack admissions.
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f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t

sales tax revenue
Analyses of revenue from sales tax 
and hospitality tax in Hattiesburg, 
Starkville, and Oxford demonstrate 
that sales in the restaurant sector 
of the local economy continued 
to grow after implementation of 
smoke-free ordinances.

public support
Results from the Social Climate 
Survey of Tobacco Control 
demonstrate broad voter support 
for smoke-free laws.

 
More than 8 in 10 Mississippi adults 
support a law that would prohibit 
smoking in all restaurants; while 
three-quarters of Mississippi adults 
support a law that would prohibit 
smoking within twenty feet of a 
public doorway.
 
Support for these laws is strong 
among Republicans and Democrats, 
and the majority of smokers support 
these laws.


